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Japanese army on the Chinese mainland connoted, even
though its objective was  the  German leased territory.
He therefore offered Chinese assistance and requested that
China should be allowed to join in the war and that her
forces be permitted to take part in the operations against
Tsingtau.    The   offer   was   rejected.    A   small   British
force, under the late Major-General  Barnardiston, ~ was
landed at Laoshan, within the German leased territory.
The  Japanese  Army disembarked at  Lungkow, on  the
north coast of the Shantung Peninsula, a hundred and
fifty miles from Tsingtau.    This was an infringement of
Chinese  territorial sovereignty, and  to safeguard, so far
as she could, her neutrality, China, following the precedent
of the Russo-Japanese War, proclaimed a war zone.    This
step was regarded by Japan as an expression of indifference
and suspicion.    Her army refused to recognize the zone,
drove the Chinese out of Weihsing and other places, and
occupied the whole length of the Shantung railway to Tsi-
nanfu, as well as other places in the province, principally
the mining centres leased to Germany.    On November 7
Tsingtau surrendered, and has ever since been occupied by
Japan, which country has established herself there far more
securely than Germany ever did.    Early in January, the
military operations  having ceased,   China   revoked  the
proclamation of a war zone and requested the withdrawal
of the Japanese troops outside Tsingtau, the removal of
the military railways and telegraphs, and the evacuation
of Lungchow, requests which Japan " refused to acquiesce
in under any  circumstances."     On  January  16  China
forwarded a further request for evacuation.    Two days
later M. Hioki presented to the Chinese President, Yuan-
shi-Kai, the famous " Twenty-one Demands."

It is interesting to note that the Twenty-one Demands
were not officially known to the world at large until late
in March. The Japanese Government issued a version
to the world which was emasculated by the omission of
Group V, the existence of which it resolutely concealed, even
from their Ally. The original demands were, presented by
Mr. Hioki on January 18, 1915. On January 2ist a